OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
AUGUST 31, 2026

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District
Commissioner Absent:

Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District

1. Call To Order
Commissioner Morris called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Commissioner Grund led the group in
opening prayer followed by Commissioner Morris with the flag salute.

2. Address Marker Grant Discussion
Miller Karns, Emergency Management Director, discussed an address marker grant. He discussed the
fire departments raised concerns with citizens not being able to afford address markers and the
importance of the need for first responders. This grant will allow individuals at or below the federal
standard poverty line to apply for a free address marker. Marie Ballou, Deputy Emergency Management
Director, stated they want to start this program now and use county funds and then hope to find grants
to help offset costs. Commissioner Grund asked what the cost is for an address marker. Ballou stated we
have the supplies; it would cost approximately $50.00 per sign. The funds would come from the address
marker fund. Commissioner Grund stated there is $10,000.00 in the fund and it has not been used in the
last few years. Ballou stated in the past, they had stocked up on supplies, so they did not need to order
supplies. She stated they will need to order supplies this year. Ballou stated it wouldn’t even cost
anything out of pocket right now because the supplies are already available. The Commission discussed
suggested changes to the application.

MOTION - To approve the free address marker assistance program and the free address marker
application as modified.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 2-0

3. Outdoor Warning Siren Discussion
Miller Karns, Emergency Management Director, discussed purchasing an outdoor warning siren. This
siren would be used in Wells. This would fit within a system and guideline that Karns is currently
working on. The siren is from a contact from Karns and is in great condition. The cost of the siren is



$800.00. Other costs include a radio receiver ($1,500.00-$3,000.00) and Labor/Installation ($5,000.00-
$6,000.00). Karns stated this will be the first siren to go up in an unincorporated area. He stated he
would still need to discuss the siren with Bennington Fire. Karns stated he is planning to fund this
through grants and using the FEMA Fund to purchase the siren itself. The siren will be hooked up to a
powerline transformer initially, then supplied with backup power from a fire station later if a back-up
power to the station is pursued. Karns stated his goal is to have all sirens hooked up to backup power at
some point.

MOTION - To approve the siren to be purchased to be placed in Wells at Bennington Fire Station #4

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 2-0

. Right of Way Permit Discussion
Chris Smith, Public Works Director, discussed a right of way permit for a trench for a water line
installation at 2120 N 4224 Road. The application was submitted by Justin and Traci Poore.

MOTION - To approve the right of way permit as presented for 2120 N 42nd Road in Delphos

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 2-0

As requested by Commissioner Grund, the solid waste meeting was tentatively rescheduled from
October 12t to October 19th. Smith reaffirmed that the commissioners may review the dailies prepared
by the road department at any time. Smith also gave an update on a project on Arrowhead Road.

. Executive Session - Non-Elected Personnel

MOTION - To move to executive session under the non-elected personnel exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act to discuss a 999 employee at the museum for 10 minutes to return at 8:55 am. to the
Commissioner’s Room with JoDee Copple, County Treasurer and Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 2-0

MOTION - To move to have HR close the contract with the museum 999 employee effective today

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 2-0



Morris thanked the employee for her diligence and work she had done. The plan is to keep the museum
open through volunteers. Commissioner Grund stated the museum is going to a 501c3 and everything
except the building and its insurance will be transferred over to them when that is completed.

. Resolution 26-13 Sales Tax Discussion

Commissioner Grund handed out an email response from Jeff Ebel, County Attorney. Ebel questioned
the ballot language about reducing property taxes. He stated he was concerned based on the reading of
K.S.A. 12-187b)(5). Kevin Cowan, Gilmore Bell, responded and stated he thought property tax reduction
would be permissible and would require the property taxes to be used for the County hospital to be
reduced. Tammi Cox, County Clerk, and JoDee Copple, County Treasurer, discussed the setup and the
guidance for how to be in compliance. Commissioner Morris stated he would like to see Commissioner
Mortimer involved in the decision. Commissioner Grund stated that Commissioner Mortimer had
agreed to the presented Resolution at the last meeting.

MOTION - To move to approve Resolution 26-13 as presented.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund

MOTION DIED FOR LACK OF A SECOND

The Commission will discuss the sales tax resolution on September 14",

. Approval of Accounts Payable, Payroll, and Commission Minutes

MOTION - To approve to pay accounts payable for $328,885.59 which includes the $308,000.00 for the
hospital debt, August 2026 payroll, and Commission Minutes for August 24th.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 2-0

. Clerk Comments

Tammi Cox, County Clerk, stated there will be no meeting next week due to Labor Day.

., Commissioner Comments

Commissioner Grund stated the Kansas Department of Revenue completed their compliance review,
and determined the county is in substantial compliance, accurately appraising properties. The
appraiser and appraisal staff were commended. She also discussed an email about a foreign exchange
student wanting to go into political science and seeing if the county can utilize them. Commissioner
Grund also discussed the bi-weekly reports. She clarified with Commissioner Morris what the
Commission wanted. Commissioner Morris stated we are getting into micromanaging. He suggested a
once-month summary of what department heads have accomplished. Commissioner Grund stated she
wanted to revisit the opening of the jail. She stated on Wednesday, the Commission discussed with the



Sheriff about reopening the jail, but they didn’t really have the financial impact computed. She reviewed
the figures she had come up with, noting the daily amount received per prisoner needs to be higher.
Sheriff Thornton stated he has contacted Scot Loyd and stated if the numbers don’t match up, he wasn’t
going to move forward. Commissioner Grund stated she has a problem with taking inmates from
another county and putting them in our jail, with the expenses paid by our taxpayers. Sheriff Thornton
stated the Sheriff runs the jail. He does not want to cost the taxpayers; jails are not meant to make
money. He stated some of the costs included in the analysis are costs we incur now, including the
building. Sheriff Thornton and the Commission discussed the number of inmates, daily cost of inmates,
and staff costs. Sheriff Thornton stated he would forward the information he receives from Scot Loyd to
the commissioners. Commissioner Morris stated this also provides an opportunity to provide jobs in
the community. Sheriff Thornton also discussed opportunities in the future with the Kansas Department
of Corrections. Commissioner Morris reminded everyone about no meeting next week.

10.Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 10:35 a.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 2-0
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