OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
AUGUST 03, 2026

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District
Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District

1. Call To Order
Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Commissioner Grund led the group in
opening prayer followed by Commissioner Mortimer with the flag salute.

2. Emergency Management Update
Commissioner Mortimer stated he discussed with Miller Karns, Emergency Management Director, about
getting lettering done on the Emergency Management vehicle. Karns discussed looking into getting a
truck from the Sheriff's Department. Karns stated he will be taking vacation September 14th - 19th,
Marie Ballou, Emergency Management Deputy Director, will be helping to cover the office.
Commissioner Morris discussed driving the vehicle to and from his residence in Minneapolis. Karns
stated having the vehicle helps respond to calls in the middle of the night. It was the consensus of the
Commission to have him continue to drive it to and from his home.

3. Update to Zoning Regulations
Truette McQueen, County Appraiser, discussed updating zoning regulations. He stated he has not been
able to get ahold of K-State to update the zoning regulations. He stated the person who had done it
before had passed away, but his son does it and is interested in having the son do it. McQueen stated it
sounds like it will be quite a bit less expense to have the son do it. McQueen stated he will work on
getting a contract drawn up. McQueen stated it will also cover everything from battery storage to
nuclear reactors. McQueen also discussed selling their old vehicle. It was confirmed from the

Commission to have Chris Smith, Public Works Administrator, to sell the Nissan and the Rendezvous.

4. Computer Update
Shelby Walker, Register of Deeds, gave a computer update. She stated she spoke with LocklIt last week
and went over their third quarter review. It was brought to her attention that some computers are
reaching their life cycle, including the Commissioner’s three laptops. It's advised not to go over the five-
to-seven-year mark. Walker stated when she replaced her laptop in 2025, it was approximately
$1,000.00; though prices have gone up. Commissioner Grund stated that when she spoke with Locklt
about an issue with her laptop and the commissioners’ printer, Locklt stated it was because the printer



was old. The Commission will review this at the end of the year and possibly replace one laptop
computer a year. Walker stated it is recommended to buy the computer through LockIt.

5. Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Mortimer discussed an email they received from Jerry Ayers regarding EMS funding. It
suggested sitting down with city council in Minneapolis to discuss how things are paid with EMS.
Commissioner Grund stated she does not believe the city is contributing financially to Minneapolis EMS.
Commissioner Grund stated she will reach out to Barry Hodges, Minneapolis City Administrator, this
week and discuss it with him.

6. Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll

MOTION - To approve consent agenda that includes the July payroll, accounts payable for August 4t for
$38,397.80, and the revised accounts payable for July 28t for $71,326.07.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

7. Recycling Discussion
Commissioner Mortimer discussed recycling fees. He stated the recycling fees were $75.00 per ton; but
it was changed to match the tipping fees at the landfill in 2024, so the Minneapolis recycling center
wants to discuss the fees. It was discussed to review their financials. It was decided to have
Commissioner Grund reach out to the Ashley Swisher with the recycling center regarding the financials
and to share that the August 10t solid waste meeting has been canceled.

8. Executive Session - Attorney-Client Privilege
MOTION - To move to executive session under the attorney-client privilege exception to the Kansas
Open Meetings Act to discuss any proposed ordinance or resolutions for 15 minutes to return at 9:00
a.m. to the Commissioner’s Room with Jeff Ebel, County Attorney and Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

No action taken

9. Clerk Comments
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, stated early voting ends today at noon. Election day is tomorrow, with polls
opening at 7 a.m. and closing at 7 p.m. and encouraged everyone to vote.

10.Commissioner Comments



Commissioner Mortimer stated he met with Jerry Moran on Thursday at AVl and did a walk through.
AVl is working on things to help the county by possibly having an early childhood center or daycare.
Commissioner Morris stated he will be at the Del-Fest parade. Commissioner Mortimer went over all the
events at Del-Fest. Commissioner Morris discussed a newsletter he received from the Kansas County
Commissioner Association that lists taxes that were supposed to go to counties and were diverted
elsewhere. He also discussed the required services of the county, but they are unfunded mandates.
Commissioner Grund discussed the healthcare sales tax. She presented an email exchange with Kevin
Cowan from Gilmore and Bell asking about verbiage to include using 25% of sales tax proceed to reduce
property taxes currently distributed to the County hospital. The Commission asked Jeff Ebel, County
Attorney, about the next steps in moving forward with sales tax on the ballot.

11.Executive Session - Attorney-Client Privilege
MOTION - To move to executive session under the attorney-client privilege exception to the Kansas
Open Meetings Act to discuss sales tax and ethical consideration for 10 minutes to return at 9:35 a.m. to
the Commissioner’s Room with Jeff Ebel, County Attorney and Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

Commissioner Mortimer stated they would like the County Attorney to provide information regarding a
sales tax ballot initiative.

12.Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Grund stated that the Bennington Fire Department received a grant from Twin Valley.
She asked Commissioner Morris about the museum board meeting. He stated as far as he knew that they
are continuing to move forward with the 501c¢3 and were hoping to have it done this month.
Commissioner Grund stated she received information regarding a local consult meeting regarding the
state’s water supply and stated she is planning on attending. Commissioner Grund asked Commissioner
Mortimer to request information for non-budgeted funds of the Delphos Fire Department.
Commissioner Grund encouraged everyone to get out and vote tomorrow. Commissioner Grund
discussed writing a letter to the editor about the proposed sales tax.

13.Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 9:42 a.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0
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