OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
AUGUST 24, 2026

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District
Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District

1. Call To Order

Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Commissioner Morris led the group in
opening prayer followed by Commissioner Mortimer with the flag salute.

2. Sanitary Code Discussion
Truette McQueen, County Appraiser, discussed a request to put a septic tank on cabin row on North
190th Road. He stated he believed the area was exempt from the three-acre rule. He stated the land has
never had a house on it. The sanitarian wanted to verify a variance before approval. McQueen stated as
it stands, a house can be built, but within the current regulations, a septic system cannot be put on it.
Commissioner Morris asked if there is enough room for the laterals and setbacks. McQueen stated yes,
and he stated when the zoning regulations are updated, it will include verbiage about village districts
and what can be done with them. It was the consensus of the Commission to move forward with the
variance.

3. Part-time Officer Discussion
Sheriff Russell Thornton discussed the hiring of part-time officers. He stated he is wanting to hire one
now that will also help with Kansas Department of Transportation special patrols that are reimbursed
up to $3,200.00. He also stated he is planning to hire another part-time officer after the first of the year.

Commissioner Morris asked about continuing with the regional jail discussion. Sheriff Thornton stated
he is talking with the other entities involved.

4, Dilapidated Housing permit

Chris Smith, Public Works Director, presented a dilapidated housing permit for 512 E 4t Street in
Minneapolis.

MOTION - To move to approve the reduced rate for the disposal of dilapidated housing for the address
for 512 E 4t Street.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund



SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

5. Inservice Discussion
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, proposed a county in-service day on October 12, Columbus Day. This would
be a day for staff development. The in-service day would require the county offices to be closed that day.
The estimated cost is $1,500.00; but Cox stated that is a high estimate and will be asking vendors to
sponsor parts of the lunch. Cox stated they are hoping to make this an annual staff development day.
Commissioner Grund asked about the Commission meeting scheduled that day. Cox stated it would be
up to the Commission. It was the consensus of the Commission not to have a meeting that day.

MOTION - To approve the in-service day as presented by the Clerk

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Mortimer
MOTION PASSED 3-0

6. Policies Discussion
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, presented the following policies for approval: 50.10 Emergency Closings &

Inclement Weather, 30.05 Overtime and Compensatory Time Accrual and Use, and 30.08 Regular Full-
Time Employees.

MOTION - To approve policies 30.05, 30.08, and 50.10 as presented

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

7. Approval of Accounts Payable, Commission Minutes and Election Worker Payroll

MOTION - To approve to consent agenda includes account payables in the amount of $109,996.21,
Commission minutes for August 12t and 17t and election worker payroll.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

8. Clerk Comments
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, reminded the Commission there will be no meeting on September 7t for the
Labor Day holiday. Cox also discussed 999 employment at the museum. Commissioner Morris stated the
museum is hoping to transition to a 501c3 this week. Chris Smith, Public Works Director, asked about
the two-week department head reports. The Commission asked for the updates to be a summarized
email sent to all three commissioners.



9. Executive Session — Non-Elected Personnel
MOTION - To move to executive session under the non-elected personnel exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act to discuss job responsibilities for 15 minutes to return at 9:10 a.m. to the Commissioner’s
Room.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

Commissioner Grund stated Commissioner Mortimer will send the bi-weekly report he received to the
rest of the Commission from Sara Hodges, Health Department Director. Commissioner Grund will send
an email to department heads and copy the other Commissioners about what they are expecting in the
two-week reports.

10.Commissioner Comments

Commissioner Grund stated she met with Shelby Walker, Register of Deeds, for changes to the
Commission page on the website. She stated that on the new website the Commission will be
able to update their own page. Commissioner Grund stated she attended the Kansas Water Local
Consult Meeting and forwarded grant information to the fire departments, EMS and City of
Bennington as well as some questions to Shannon Myer, OTCO Conservation District Manager.
Commissioner Grund provided information she received from Kevin Cowan at Gilmore Bell
regarding the sales tax. She shared a draft resolution from Cowan. Commissioner Morris stated
there will be a meeting about the carousel in the future with all interested parties. The
Commission continued to discuss the sales tax and proposed ballot question including feedback
they had received. It was the consensus of the Commission to present the resolution regarding
the 1% healthcare sales tax at the next meeting. Commissioner Mortimer stated he was ok with
the resolution as prepared by Cowan. Commissioner Grund stated she received the bylaws and
audited financial statements from the Flint Hills Area Agency on Aging.

11.Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 10:25 a.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0
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