OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 21, 2026

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District
Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District

1. Call To Order
Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Jerry Ayers led the group in opening
prayer followed by Commissioner Mortimer with the flag salute.

2. Public Forum
Jerry Ayers thanked staff for fixing the audio on the meeting. He also stated that any extra hours given to
the senior center for an additional cook would take hours away from the main cook. Ayers also stated
when making a motion; in Robert’s Rules of Order that he understands the Commission doesn’t have to
follow, they should say, “I move” and not state they are making a motion. Ayers stated that he was told
the fire department cannot talk to EMS or the police unless they drop down to the fire department
channel. Ayers also asked about the meeting between the Commission and the City Council.

3. Proclamation for Constitution Week
Sherry Wiesen, Daughters of the American Revolution, read a proclamation for Constitution Week.
September 17, 2026, marked the two hundred and thirty-ninth anniversary of the drafting of the
Constitution of the United States of America by the Constitutional Convention. It is fitting and proper to
accord official recognition to this magnificent document and its memorable anniversary; and to the
patriotic celebrations which will commemorate the occasion. Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a
proclamation each year by the President of the United States of America designating September 17
through 23 as Constitution Week. By virtue of the authority vested in by the National Daughters of the
American Revolution, we do hereby proclaim the week of September 17 through 23, 2026 as
Constitution Week. The citizens are invited to reaffirm the ideals of the Framers of the constitution had
in 1787 by vigilantly protecting the freedoms guaranteed to us through this guardian of our liberties,
remembering that lost rights may never be regained.

MOTION - To move to have the Chairman sign the proclamation for Constitution Week
MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0



4, 2027 Holiday Schedule
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, presented the 2027 holiday schedule. She stated she provided the
Commission with two versions; one that has Juneteenth listed as a county holiday and one that does not.
There was no staff opinion either way.

MOTION - To move to accept the holiday for 2027 as listed with the one excluding Juneteenth

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

5. Approval of Policies
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, presented the following policies to the Commission for approval: 50.04
Infectious Disease Control Policy; 40.03 Ottawa County Courthouse - Basement Meeting Room Usage
Policy; 40.12 Ottawa County Property Return and Disposal; and 40.13 Ottawa County Purchasing; 50.03
Public Works PPE Policy.

MOTION - To move to approve policies 50.04, 40.03, 40.12, 40.13 and 50.03 as presented

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

6. Approval of Accounts Payable and Commission Minutes

MOTION - To pay accounts payable at $78,124.69 and the minutes from August 26" and September
14th

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

7. Clerk Comments
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, stated she received a renewal notice for the National Association of Counties
for 2027. The cost of membership would be $450.00.

MOTION - To join the National Association of Counties for 2027 at $450.00.
MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0



8. Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Grund stated she read an article in The Messenger about a speaker at the upcoming
Republican meeting. The speaker is Blake Carpenter and is proposing a plan for reduced property taxes.
Commissioner Grund stated she received a letter about an issue with a low water crossing tube for a
low maintenance road at 290t and Windmill Roads. Commissioner Grund also discussed ditches on
180 Road causing water to run over a driveway. She also stated there are a lot of meetings this week
and she planned to attend several of them. Commissioner Morris also recapped the meetings coming up
this week including the Local Emergency Preparedness Committee, Risk Management Committee,
Regional Planning meeting luncheon, wildfire tabletop exercise, severe weather awareness training, and
a Kansas Department of Emergency Management FEMA meeting. Commissioner Mortimer stated he will
be working with Keith Coleman, Facilities Director, to display an eagle that was donated to the County.
Commissioner Grund asked about the regional Commission meeting. Commissioner Morris stated
everyone is in the same boat as we are as far as funding EMS. Commissioner Morris stated they also
discussed jails, data centers, and nuclear reactors. Commissioner Morris welcomed the new deputy
clerk, Jesscia McGee. Karl Leech, Minneapolis EMS, discussed EMS funding in other counties.

9. Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 9:04 a.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Mortimer
MOTION PASSED 3-0
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