OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
AUGUST 10, 2026

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District
Commissioners Absent:

Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District

1. Call To Order
Commissioner Morris called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Commissioner Grund led the group in
opening prayer followed by Commissioner Morris with the flag salute.

2. Museum Board Discussion
John Carson, Museum Board Member, gave his resignation from the museum board after 26 years of
service. The Commission thanked him for his service. Carson gave a history of eastern Ottawa County.
He encouraged people to support the museum any way you can.

3. Commission Comments
Commissioner Morris read a letter received from Leo Gebhart regarding roads. Chris Smith, Public
Works Director, stated its top on their list to do; but it then had to switch to the roads flooding in
Tescott. Commissioner Morris asked about cameras on graders.

4. Dilapidated Housing Permit
Chris Smith, Public Works Director, presented a dilapidated housing permit for applicant Ashley
Swisher on 113 S. Ottawa St. in Minneapolis. This permit allows for a reduction in landfill fees. The
permit allows for half off the landfill tonnage rate if they choose not to build back and can get up to the
full amount back up to $1,500.00 if they chose to build back. Commissioner Grund stated Swisher is also
going to be utilizing the NCRPC Demo to Dirt program.

MOTION - To move to approve the application for the disposal of dilapidated house for the reduced rate
at the landfill

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 2-0



. Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll
MOTION - To approve consent agenda that includes accounts payable for $99,720.49 and the
Commission minutes from July 27th and August 3rd.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 2-0

. Clerk Comments

Tammi Cox, County Clerk, discussed a request to do a public rosary on the courthouse steps on
Saturday, October 10t at noon. It was the consensus of the Commission to allow use of the courthouse
steps for the public rosary. Cox stated the election went well. There were 1,445 ballots cast with a
turnout of 37.4%. There were 74 kid ballots cast. Cox stated they have passed their post-election audit
and are ready for canvass. Commissioner Grund stated she was impressed with how easy the results
were to find on the County website and thanked Cox for the well-executed election.

. Commissioner Comments

Sheriff Thornton discussed a complaint about a fencing issue off of 180t Road. He stated corn is getting
trampled and it’s the duty of the Commission duty to look at it the fence and decide who is responsible
for the fence. Sheriff Thornton will get with the landowners to file the complaint to initiate the fence-
viewing process.

. Department Head Update
The following department heads gave a department head update: Jeff Ebel, County Attorney; Sheriff
Russell Thornton; Truette McQueen, County Appraiser; and Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

. Commissioner Comments

Commissioner Grund discussed the email to meet with Shelby Walker, Register of Deeds, to work on the
new webpage for the Commission when the new website is up. Commissioner Grund also discussed an
email she received from Ashley Swisher regarding recycling. Swisher provided four years of financial
documents showing the losses from the recycling center. The Commission will discuss this next week.
Commissioner Grund stated she spoke with Delphos Fire Department to get information for their
budget. She stated they refused to give that information. Commissioner Grund handed out an email she
received from Barry Hodges, City Administrator, regarding Minneapolis EMS. She stated the email states
that what she said at the last meeting was correct. She also reached out to Gilmore and Bell and is
expecting to hear from them this week. Commissioner Grund stated she will attend the Local Emergency
Planning Council meeting with Commissioner Morris. Commissioner Grund will be attending the
Bennington fire meeting to talk about financial statements and EMS. She stated Bennington Fire Board

is responsible for more ad valorem dollars than any other entity other than the hospital. She also asked
about Minneapolis EMS being able to bill more for EMS service if they are ALS certified. Karl Leech,
Minneapolis EMS Director, stated they do have ALS certified staff. Commissioner Grund discussed an
article she read about a hydrogen plant being built and discussed an article about the cash flow and
economic impact nationally for data centers.



10.Adjournment

MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 11:04 a.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris

MOTION PASSED 2-0
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