OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
JUNE 08, 2026

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District
Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District

1. Call To Order

Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Commissioner Grund led the group in
opening prayer followed by Commissioner Mortimer with the flag salute.

2. Public Forum
The Commission discussed the Golden Wheel not having staffing again. Doug Plummer, Golden Wheel
Board Member, discussed the funding. The Commission discussed breaking away from the North
Central - Flint Hills Area Agency on Aging. The largest concern was ensuring food was provided to
citizens who need it. Berneice Wilcox, Golden Wheel Board Member, stated we need to provide more
money for the cook. Golden Wheel already subsidizes some money to the wage of the cook. Plummer
stated they reviewed the Memorandum of Understanding that was sent from Flint Hills Area Agency on
Aging and sent revisions and have not heard back. Commissioner Grund stated every week we don’t
provide meals; it hurts our seniors.

Commissioner Grund stated she needed to make a correction to a comment she made last week. She
stated she had said OCCK had $3.9 million in cash in non-interest-bearing accounts; it was actually the
Flint Hills Area on Aging who had $3.5 million in non-interest-bearing accounts.

3. Courthouse Windows Discussion
Keith Coleman, Facilities Director, discussed the courthouse windows. Coleman stated in the past they
have had two companies come out and wanted to rip out a full section of windows to be able to figure
out how to replace the windows. He provided drawings from 2019 showing different reductions in glass
renderings. Commissioner Grund discussed the building fund capital outlay fund. The Commission
discussed funding and possibly looking into a general obligation bond. The Commission requested
Coleman to research other buildings with similar construction to provide more information to the
Commission.

4. Resolution 26-09 - Local Disaster Declaration
Keith Coleman, Facilities Director, discussed a disaster declaration. He requested the Commission to
sign a disaster declaration from the rainfall beginning May 17t. This allows the county to be eligible for



FEMA funding if the threshold is met. Commissioner Grund asked about an ending date for the
declaration. Coleman stated it hasn’t ended yetas it continues to rain and roads are being worked on.

MOTION - To move to approve Resolution 26-09 Proclamation for Local Disaster Declaration starting
on May 17th, 2026.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

. Right of Way Use Permits

Chris Smith, Public Works Director, discussed two right of way permits. These are for utility use permits
on Volunteer Road and Nugget Road.

MOTION - To approve the right of way and utility use permit #78 for Northern Natural Gas as
submitted

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To approve the right of way and utility use permit #79 for Northern Natural Gas for work on
Nugget Road

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

. Part-Time Position

Chris Smith, Public Works Director, discussed hiring for a part-time position for mowing. It was the
consensus of the Commission to allow Smith to hire for part-time mowing.

. Dilapidated Housing Permit Discussion

Chris Smith, Public Works Director, discussed two dilapidated housing permits. This permit allows for a
reduction in landfill fees. The permit allows for half off the landfill tonnage rate if they choose not to
build back and can get up to the full amount back up to $1,500.00 if they chose to build back.

MOTION - To approve the Disposal of Housing Permit #47 for 419 W 4th for the reduced rate at the
landfill

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0



MOTION - To approve the Dilapidated Housing Permit #48 for 414 W 5th Street as requested
MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris

MOTION PASSED 3-0

Commissioner Mortimer stated he had been asked about putting a shipping container for storage for the
museum at the Road and Bridge Department site. Smith will look into the space. Commissioner

Mortimer discussed a township bill that did not specify how many loads of rock and had a gas
surcharge.

8. Break

The Commission took a five-minute recess.

9. Commissioner Comments

Commissioner Mortimer stated he accepted a donation on behalf of the County from the Wiedel family
of a Martin Nunn hand carved eagle.

10.EMS Funding Discussion
Commissioner Grund discussed Bennington EMS funding. She stated she took the financial information
provided by Bennington EMS for 2024 - 2027 and created a spreadsheet to show comparisons. She
stated there is a discrepancy in 2024 for $24,000.00. She stated she has reached out and is waiting to
hear back. Commissioner Grund also stated she feels the 2026 estimation for patient reimbursement
revenue might be a little high.

11.Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Grund reviewed a 10-year recap of county statistics from 2015 - 2025. She stated Ottawa
county decreased 6% in the number of jobs. Ottawa county was better than 57% of the counties in job
declining during that period. For population, Ottawa county dropped 3%. Ottawa County was better
than 52% of the counties in population declining during that period. Ottawa county raised property tax
by 44%. Ottawa county was better than 40% of counties in property tax increases during that period.
She stated only seven counties have property tax decreases in those 10 years. Two of those counties
have windfarm revenues. She stated she is grateful we are holding our own on job and population, but if
we can do better on taxes we should do it. The Commission discussed data centers. Commissioner
Grund stated she met with all the fire districts and is working on their budgets. She stated she is grateful
for the different opportunities the Employee Engagement Committee and the Employee Benefit
Committee are providing.

12.Executive Session - Non-Elected Personnel
MOTION - To move to executive session under the Non-Elected Personnel exception to the Kansas Open

Meetings Act to discuss information received for 5 minutes to return at 9:59 a.m. to the Commissioner’s
Room.



MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

No action taken

13.Department Head Update
Miller Karns, Emergency Management Director, introduced himself to the Commission and staff. The
following department heads gave a department head update: Keith Coleman, Facilities Director; Chris
Smith, Public Works Director; Shelby Walker, Register of Deeds; Trisha Smith, Health Department;
Truette McQueen, County Appraiser; Miller Karns, Emergency Management Director; Sheriff Russell
Thornton; and Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

14.Approval of Accounts Payable and Commission Minutes

MOTION - To approve consent agenda that includes accounts payable in the amount of $104,085.88.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To approve minutes for May 05/06, May 26, 2026, and June 15t with revising the statement
made in Item #5.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

15.Clerk Comments
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, discussed the upcoming budget meeting and discussed dates for the Primary
Election canvas. Cox also discussed the response she received regarding a possible sales tax.

16.Resolution 26-08 Appointment of Emergency Management Director
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, presented Resolution 26-08 to appoint Miller Karns as the Ottawa County
Emergency Management Director.

MOTION - To adopt Resolution 26-08 to appoint Miller Karns as the Ottawa County Emergency
Management Director.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0



17.Executive Session - Non-Elected Personnel
MOTION - To move to executive session under the Non-Elected Personnel exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act to discuss conversations for 5 minutes to return at 11:05 p.m. to the Commissioner’s
Room.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

No action taken

18.Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 11:14 a.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Mortimer
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0




ADOPTED this 1D day ofJUnne. 2026,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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