OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
AUGUST 17, 2026

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District
Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District

1. Call To Order
Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m. due to technical difficulties.

Commissioner Grund led the group in opening prayer followed by Commissioner Mortimer with the flag
salute.

2. Tractor Bid Opening
Chris Smith, Public Works Director, presented tractor bids to be opened. He stated he had one bid and
an email from another stating they no longer participate in the program. Commissioner Mortimer
opened the bid. The bid was from Carrico for one mowing season or 350 hours for $25,200.00 for three
tractors.

MOTION - To accept the bid for three tractors for mowing with Carrico Implement at $8,400.00 per
tractor or 350 hours, for a total of $25,200.00

MOTION BY~ Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

3. Right Of Way Use Permit
Chris Smith, Public Works Director, presented a right-of-way use permit from Twin Valley to bury fiber
starting in Lincoln County and staying on the north side of Oxbow Road until North 20t road, then go
south on 20t Road staying on the west side to Nemaha Road and cut west into the cell tower that is
located there.

MOTION - To approve the utility use permit from Twin Valley for the description as presented and have
Smith confirm the performance bond.

MOTICON BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris



MOTION PASSED 3-0

Commissioner Mortimer discussed the proposed selling of the Rendezvous vehicle because it is used by
the janitorial staff. It was the consensus of the Commission to not sell the Rendezvous vehicle. The
Commission also discussed the landfill and that other counties utilize the landfill.

. Ottawa County Budget Hearing
Scot Loyd, The Loyd Group, was present for the budget hearing.

Commissioner Mortimer opened the budget hearing for the Ottawa County budget. There was no public
or Commissioner comment.

MOTION - To move to adopt the 2027 budget for Ottawa County

MOTION BY~ Commissioner Mortimer
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

. Ottawa County Fire District Budget Hearings

Commissioner Mortimer opened the budget hearing for the Ottawa County budget. There was no public
comment. Commissioner Grund stated that Fire District #4 Bennington had an additional transfer that
should be listed on the Schedule of Transfers in their budget and provided the corrected page no. 3. This
will not change any other financial information for their budget. Commissioner Grund stated she spoke
with the treasurer from the Delphos Fire District, and he refused to provide the information on two
unbudgeted funds for their budget. Scot Loyd, The Loyd Group, stated the only thing the Commission
can't see is personnel records. Commissioner Grund stated it matters for accountability, noting full
disclosure is important.

MOTION - To move to adopt the 2027 budget for Rural Fire District #1 O&L
MOTION BY- Commissioner Mortimer

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund

MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To move to adopt the 2027 budget for Rural Fire District #2 Minneapolis
MOTION BY- Commissioner Mortimer

SECONDED BY -~ Commissioner Morris

MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To move to adopt the 2027 budget for Rural Fire District #3 Delphos

MOTION BY- Commissioner Mortimer



7.

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To move to adopt the 2027 budget for Rural Fire District #4 Bennington

MOTION BY- Commissioner Mortimer
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To move to adopt the 2027 budget for Rural Fire District #5 Culver

MOTION BY- Commissioner Mortimer
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To move to adopt the 2027 budget for Rural Fire District #6 Tescott

MOTION BY- Commissioner Mortimer
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

Commissioner Mortimer concluded the budget hearings for Ottawa County and Rural Fire Districts and
resumed to the remainder of the commission agenda.

Road Discussion
Tommy Barrett, Lincoln Township Trustee, discussed a pond that was put in on private property and
backs up water over the road at 260t and Arrowhead. He also discussed the need for a culvert for a field

entrance that is also causing an issue. Chris Smith, Public Works Director, will investigate the issues and
meet with the landowner.

Approval of Accounts Payable and Payroll
MOTION - To approve to pay accounts payable for $104,895.77.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To approve the Commission minutes from August 10th.
MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0



8. Clerk Comments
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, discussed solid waste. Cox asked about the 2026 recycling invoices from
Minneapolis Recycling and whether there will be a solid waste meeting. It was the consensus of the
Commission to pay the invoices at the current tipping fee of $50.00 per ton consistent with what had
been paid in the past. It was decided to have a solid waste meeting October 12, 2026, at 6 p.m. Cox asked
about having a possible in-service day on Columbus Day, October 12t%. It was the consensus of the
Commission to have Cox present a plan for the in-service day next week.

9, Executive Session - Non-Elected Personnel
MOTION - To move to executive session under the non-elected personnel exception to the Kansas Open

Meetings Act to discuss job responsibilities for 30 minutes to return at 9:47 a.m. to the Commissioner’s
Room.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

Commissioner Grund stated that going forward, the Commission would require a report from every
department head every two weeks starting August 24, reporting on the two prior work weeks. She
agreed to send an email to all department heads and the commissioners regarding this.

10.Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Grund stated she went to the Bennington Fire District Board meeting. She noted that
Bennington EMS provided financial information to the Board. She stated the Board asked a lot of
questions about our budgets. Commissioner Grund stated she emailed Kevin Cowan from Gilmore and
Bell and provided him a copy of the resolution from the City of Bennington for a sales tax. Cowan stated
he will draft a resolution this week. She stated she wrote a letter to the editor, but it was too long so
they are making it an article. Commissioner Grund reviewed the article with the Commissioners. The
consensus of the Commission was to have the resolution drafted to state that 25% of the sales tax would
offset property taxes related to the hospital expenses. Commissioner Morris stated he has received a
letter that was against the sales tax. The Commission discussed the timeline of the collection of sales tax
and distribution. Commissioner Grund stated she listened to the Saline County budget meeting, and they
are also having issue with Flint Hills Area Agency on Aging (FHAAA), and they had cut their
appropriation. Commissioner Grund stated she encouraged Darrell Riekenberg, member of the Silver
Hair Legislator Board, to move property tax relief to a priority. Commissioner Grund stated she also
attended the Golden Wheel (GW) Board meeting, and they have a new manager, Sharolyn Boyer, and
they served 80 meals on Monday last week. Commissioner Grund stated that to qualify for monies for a
substitute cook from FHAAA, Golden Wheel would have to average 82 meals a day for six months and
then FHAAA would pay for one hour's help for every 11 meals over the 82 meals. The GW board
members are currently helping with carryout prep and truck deliveries. Commissioner Grund
presented proposed updates for the Commission page for the new website. Commissioner Grund
shared the Kansas Policy Institute report recommending Local Enhanced Management Areas as a



community-based approach for groundwater conservation. She will attend the Water Local Consult
Meeting in Manhattan on Wednesday, which may explain more about this concept.

11.Public Forum
Jerrel Forbes discussed The Goshen in Culver which raises sustainable pork. The goal is to raise 30 pigs
a month for the Salina Foodbank and 15 a month for Love in Action or local churches. He discussed the
cost for cleaning up the building he purchased. Commissioner Morris stated he can provide possible

grant information from the North Central Regional Planning Commission. Forbes stated they also do
aquaponics.

12.Executive Session - Attorney/Client Privilege
MOTION - To move to executive session under the attorney-client privilege exception to the Kansas
Open Meetings Act to discuss land issues for 5 minutes to return at 10:39 a.m. to the Commissioner’s
Room with Jeff Ebel, County Attorney and Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

MOTION BY~ Commissioner Mortimer
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

No decision made

13.Fairground Improvement Request

Owen Kindall, Minneapolis Rec Commission, requested the chairman sign an improvement request to
install irrigation on the softball fields.

MOTION - To have the chairman sign the improvement request for irrigation for the softball fields.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

14.Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 10:47 a.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0
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