OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
MAY 26, 2026

Commissioners Present:
Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District

Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District

1. Call To Order
Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Scot Loyd led the group in prayer.

2. Department Head Budget Presentations
The Commission heard department head presentations. Todd Heitschmidt, Court Administrator,
presented the District Court budget. Heitschmidt discussed a reimbursement grant for AV equipment
for $48,000.00. The grant covers 100% of the cost of the AV equipment. It was the consensus of the
Commission to purchase the equipment and accept the grant. Sheriff Russ Thornton presented the 911
budget, Juvenile Detention budget, and Law Enforcement budgets. Chris Smith, Public Works
Administrator presented the Noxious Weed, Road & Bridge, Solid Waste, and Special Bridge budgets.
Shelby Walker, Register of Deeds, presented the Register of Deeds and Computer budgets. JoDee Copple,
County Treasurer, presented the Employee Benefits and Treasurer budgets. The Commission took a
lunch break at 12:00 p.m. and resumed the meeting at 12:35 a.m. Tammi Cox, County Clerk, presented
the Human Resources, Clerk, Election, Coroner, and Miscellaneous budgets. Truette McQueen, County
Appraiser, presented the Appraiser and Zoning budgets. Keith Coleman, Facilities Director, presented
the Building and Emergency Management budgets. Jeff Ebel, County Attorney, presented the County
Attorney budget. Sara Hodges, Health Department Director, presented the Aging and County Health
budgets. The Commission also discussed the Commission budget and General Fund Appropriations.

3. Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 3:42 p.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Mortimer
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0
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