OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
JULY 06, 2026

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District
Commi_ssioner‘ Duane Morris, Third District

1. Call To Order
Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Commissioner Morris led the group in
opening prayer followed by Commissioner Mortimer with the flag salute.

2. Arnold Group Contract Discussion
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, presented the Arnold Group contract. This contract is a one-year contract
starting August 01, 2026, and ending July 31, 2027. The cost for the one-year contract is $4,046.00.

MOTION - To approve the contract with the Arnold Group for one-year starting August 1st for $4,046 to
be taken out of the benefit fund.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

3. Audit Management Representation Letter
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, presented the audit management representation letter from Lindberg Vogel
Pierce Faris, Chartered for the 2025 budget. There were no budget violations found.

MOTION - To have the Chairman sign the management representation letter from Lindberg Vogel
Pierce Faris, Chartered for 2025.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

4. Approval of Accounts Payable, Payroll and Commission Minutes

MOTION - To approve consent agenda that includes accounts payable for $90,421.55, minutes from
June 2204, and the June payroll.



MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

5. Clerk Comments
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, informed the Commission that the road vacation hearing is being changed
from July 20th to July 27th due to publication constraints. She also stated the canvass for the Primary
election will be August 12th at 9:00 a.m.

6. Executive Session - Non-Elected Personnel
MOTION - To move to executive session under the non-elected personnel exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act to discuss hiring a new employee for 15 minutes to return at 8:32 a.m. to the
Commissioner’s Room with Truette McQueen, County Appraiser and Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To instruct Truette McQueen to proceed hiring someone at a co-deputy position and meet
with HR

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

7. Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Grund discussed the KWORCC Board. She stated she is willing to run for that position.
Commissioner Grund stated she reached out to Jeff Ebel, County Attorney, about ending the healthcare
sales tax. She stated the Commission could not stop it; it would have to go back for the voters to decide
on the ballot. Commissioner Grund also asked Ebel about distributing information regarding the
healthcare sales tax. Ebel stated tax money could only be used for information presenting a neutral
position. Commissioner Morris stated he will prepare information for Ebel to review. Commissioner
Grund stated she had her zoom meeting with the North Central Flint Hills Area Agency on Aging; they
discussed the friendship meals program, wages of NCFHAAA employees the Golden Wheel, and
interrelationships between the GW Board and NCFHAAA employees. Commissioner Mortimer
discussed, if we get away from the Friendship meals with the North Central Flint Hills Area Agency on
Aging, if they would sell the kitchen equipment instead of taking it. Commissioner Grund stated she was
impressed with the debriefing on the storm event put on by Emergency Management Director, Miller

Karns. She stated she realized how critical our volunteer firefighters are when emergencies like this
occur.

8. 2027 Budget Review



Scot Loyd, Scot Loyd Group, reviewed the 2027 budget with the Commission. Loyd led the group in
prayer. Loyd discussed the rate of inflation and state assessed utilities and how they are assessed. He
reviewed the proposed 2027 budget with Commission. The Commission will continue to review the
budget at the next meeting.

Commissioner Morris left at 10:15 a.m.

9. High Risk Rural Road Discussion
Chris Smith, Public Works Director, discussed the High Risk Rural Road grant for project 072C-5321-01.
The lowest bid was from Schilling Construction Co, Inc. for the total cost of work at $1,471,898.00. This
is for RS 2039 from Ottawa Road to K-18. The County is required to match funds in the amount of
$678,000.00. He stated they are estimating work date starting April 2027. Smith discussed the funds
earmarked for this project in the 2026 budget.

MOTION - To award the contract to Schilling Construction for 170t from K-18 going south to the Saline
county line, with the County paying $678,000.00

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Mortimer
MOTION PASSED 2-0

10.Cloud County Line Bridge Discussion
Chris Smith, Public Works Director, discussed the bridge on 20t Road north of Windmill, where Cloud
County applied for a KDOT grant and Ottawa County had agreed to share 50/50 with the cost. He stated
Cloud County did not get selected for the grant. Smith stated he spoke with Cloud County, and they will
speak with the engineer to put a temporary fix and reapply for the grant. Cloud and Ottawa will share
the cost of the revised project.

11.Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Grund discussed what Ty Masterson, candidate for Kansas Governor, shared when he
came to Ottawa County. She also discussed windows in the courthouse.

12.Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 10:52 a.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Mortimer
MOTION PASSED 2-0
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