OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
JULY 27, 2026

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District
Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District

1. Call To Order
Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m. Commissioner Grund led the group in
opening prayer followed by Commissioner Mortimer with the flag salute.

2. Jail Discussion
Sheriff Russell Thornton discussed housing for the jail. He stated he had been contacted by Sedgwick
County about housing inmates. He reviewed the cost and what would be needed in order for housing
outside inmates to not cost the county. Sheriff Thornton also discussed meetings he attended with the
North Central Regional Planning Commission regarding jails. The meetings are to help keep everyone
up on what is going on and find solutions in the area. He stated they discussed hiring a consultant. This
would cost a maximum of $1,000.00 per county per month for six months; it could potentially be less if
more counties get involved. The liaison would do research into what other states are doing, looking at
centralizing the system, and other issues that are facing county jails. Sheriff Thorton also discussed the
juvenile facility meeting last week. He stated the North Central Regional Juvenile Detention Center was a
28-bed facility, but now also houses juveniles from Geary County Secure Care; which leaves 12 beds for
juvenile offenders. He stated they make their money through Secure Care. They are currently looking
into using the Ottawa County jail but stated if it's going to mess up our school, it won't be an option.

3. Window Discussion
Keith Coleman, Facilities Director, discussed the windows in the courthouse. He stated he is working
with Manko for the windows and has sent in drawings of the courthouse. Coleman stated Manko would
do the windows, but not the finish work. He stated he will give an update when he gets more
information, noting the 2019 estimate was $1.4 million. Commissioner Grund asked about the leaks in
the road & bridge building and the stained ceiling tiles in the courthouse. Coleman discussed the boiler
system in the courthouse.

4. Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Morris discussed having the emergency management vehicle marked as a county vehicle.

5. Policy Approval



Tammi Cox, County Clerk, presented the following policies for approval: 20.18 Outside & Self
Employment; 40.04 Political Activity; 40.05a Sales Tax; 40.06 Use of County Vehicles; 40.06a Safety Belt
Use; 40.08 Social Media; 40.10 Electronic Communications and Internet Use Including Al; 40.11 Dress
Code; 40.12 Ottawa County Property and Disposal. The Commission discussed policy 40.12 and asked
that the blank spaces be filled in prior to approval.

MOTION - To approve Personnel Policy 20.18; 40.04; 40.05a; 40.06; 4.-06a, 40.08, 40.10, and 40.11.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

6. Request for Action for Destruction of Records Provided By Law
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, presented the Request for Action for the Destruction of Records Provided by
law. K.S.A 25-2708(b) and K.S.A. 25-2709 provides for the preservation and destruction of certain
documents and records. This request is for the destruction of records allowed to be destroyed for the
August 2024 Primary Election. Sharron Johnson and A] Thompson will be the designated electors.

MOTION - To approve the destruction of records for the August 2024 primary election

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

7. Resolution 26-12 Road Vacation on Solomon Road
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, presented the Request to Vacate Public Right-of-Ways for Solomon Road,
which is a shared roadway with Dickinson County, Kansas and requested in conjunction with Dickinson
County. Commissioner Grund questioned the description of the roadway using Dickinson County
references rather than Ottawa County references.

MOTION - To approve Resolution 26-12 Road Vacation of Solomon Road between 3100 Avenue and
3200 Avenue as presented.

MOTION BY - Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

8. Right of Way Use Permit

Chris Smith, Public Works Director, presented a Right-of-Way Use Permit for Northern Natural Gas. This
permit is for two locations: 138t Road and Ute Road.



MOTION - To approve the right-of-way utility use permit for Northern Natural Gas at two locations on
138th Road and Ute Road in Ottawa County.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

Commissioner Grund discussed the scheduled solid waste meeting on August 10t. She shared an email
she sent to Smith recapping the remaining expenses in 2026, noting there should be money available for
tire recycling later this year and that the Commission should not need to increase the special
assessment in 2027. Smith agreed to double-check the information presented in the email. The
Commission did not see a need for the August 10t meeting.

9. Clerk Comments
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, stated early voting begins is happening now until August 34 at noon. She
stated Election Day is August 4th,

10.Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Morris discussed the riverwalk project and asked about what would happen if there was
a flood.

11.Approval of Accounts Payable and Commission Minutes

MOTION - To approve consent agenda that includes accounts payable for $71,838.57, the July 20, 2026
minutes and AAE’s.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

12.Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Grund gave an overview of the Ottawa County Republican’s meeting. She stated
Representative Dawn Wolf attended and gave an update with what was going on in Topeka.
Commissioner Grund stated she brought up property taxes and desiring the state help pay for unfunded
mandates and gave the example of elections. She stated they pass a lot of bills related to elections and
should help pay for the cost related to these changes. She stated they also discussed data centers.
Commissioner Grund asked what was going on with nuclear reactors. Commissioner Morris stated its
stagnate but will check with the Kansas Department of Commerce. Commissioner Grund discussed the
cost savings of sharing services with other counties. Commissioner Morris asked how we are going to
cut property taxes and make up the deficit to the schools and local government.

13.Sales Tax Discussion



Commissioner Grund stated if the Commission would like to see the sales tax question on the ballot, she
would press to designate a percentage of the money to offset the mills that are dedicated to the hospital.
Commissioner Morris stated he didn’t think we needed to split it out. He stated it may not reduce
property taxes, but it will help not raise taxes in the future, and prevent further increases to sales tax. It
was decided to have Commissioner Grund reach out to Gilmore and Bell for further information.
Commissioner Mortimer asked how much the City of Minneapolis pays towards EMS. Commissioner
Grund stated there is no money levied by the City of Minneapolis that goes to EMS. Commissioner
Grund distributed the City of Minneapolis 2026 budget for them to review.

14.Executive Session - Confidential Data
MOTION - To move to executive session under the Confidential Data exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act to discuss trade secrets for 15 minutes to return at 10:28 a.m. to the Commissioner’s
Room.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To extend the executive session under the Confidential Data exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act to discuss trade secrets for 15 minutes to return at 10:45 a.m. to the Commissioner’s
Room.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

No action taken
15. Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Grund asked Commissioner Morris to reach out to the Museum Board and encourage

them to complete the 501¢3 in August to avoid paying back KPERS for the museum staff.

16.Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 10:52 a.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Mortimer
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris

MOTION PASSED 3-0
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