OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
JULY 20, 2026

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District
Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District

1. Call To Order
Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Commissioner Grund led the group in
opening prayer followed by Commissioner Mortimer with the flag salute.

2. Public Forum
Brandon Copple asked if Tammi Cox, County Clerk, had everything for elections. She stated yes. Copple
discussed the separation of church and state. He also stated that a commissioner who changes the
minutes after approval is illegal and the paper can be liable. Copple also discussed roads, FLOCK
cameras, and meals at the Golden Wheel. Jerry Ayers stated he watches the meetings every week and
sends emails to the Commissioners. He also discussed Scot Loyd and the budget.

3. 2025 Audit Review
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, reviewed the 2025 audit that has been completed. She stated she will be
submitting the audit to the state. Commissioner Grund discussed the external checking accounts for
Register of Deeds and the Sheriff's Department. Sheriff Russell Thornton stated it helps so they do not
have to bother staff, especially after courthouse hours. He stated the account is checked every year.

4. Jail Discussion
Sheriff Russell Thornton stated he spoke with Sedgwick County about housing Sedgwick County
inmates. He stated they were wanting to start immediately and stated he told them he wanted at least
20 inmates. Sheriff Thornton stated it would cost $55.00 per day per inmate. Commissioner Grund
asked what the break-even point was. Sheriff Thornton stated 30 inmates. Commissioner Mortimer
discussed the difficulty of hiring. Commissioner Morris discussed requiring Sedgwick County to pay for
a minimum number of inmates. Sheriff Thornton stated he does not have it in his budget this year or
next year to hire correctional officers with a minimum of eight additional corrections officers needed for
these inmates. He stated he will talk with Sedgwick County and come back to the Commission next
week.

5. Discussion of Pickups used by Motor Grader Operators



Chris Smith, Public Works Director, discussed road issues with the water expanding in the concrete and
creating a road hazard. Smith discussed pickups for motor grader operators. He reviewed policy 40.07
Use of Personal Vehicles. This would have motor grader operators use their personal vehicles and
receive $75.00 per month for use of their vehicle. He stated this change would help with cost efficiencies
including the cost of the pickups, maintenance, and insurance. He stated they would keep one or two of
the trucks for a spare vehicle.

MOTION - To approve Personnel Policy 40.07

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

. Bennington Fire District #4 Discussion

Bob Boss, Bennington Fire District #4, discussed the fire district 2027 budget. He stated the fire district
is requesting $154,414.00 for 2027, which is a 16% increase over the amount received in 2025. Boss
stated this reflects the rising costs of providing essential emergency services and maintaining the level
of protection the community expects and deserves. Brian Breese, Bennington Fire District #4, discussed
the need for a new tanker truck and the specifications needed in order to keep the ISO rating down. He
stated he hired a grant writer from the North Central Regional Planning Commission, but the grant did
not go through. Commissioner Grund stated by statute that the Commission approves the fire district
budgets. She also stated by statute the fire district should be maintained by the County Treasurer and
asked when they separated their money from the County. Boss stated it was before him, which would be
over 40 years ago. She also stated the law states the fire chief should not be the treasurer for the fire
district. Breese stated the board gets a financial statement every month and presented a recap of cash
balances. Commissioner Grund stated in 2025 they went over budget authority. Breese stated it was
because they used monies from the reserve fund. Commissioner Grund stated she has been trying to
work with them on their budget since April. Commissioner Morris stated he would like to see waiting to
buy a new truck until later down the road and monthly financial statements. Tammi Cox, County Clerk,
reminded the Commission that today is the last day to turn in the revenue neutral intent. It was the
consensus of the Commission to have the fire district remain revenue neutral.

. 2027 County Budget - Revenue Neutral Rate Intent

Tammi Cox, County Clerk, discussed the 2027 budget. She stated this is the last year the state will pay
for the notice of estimated taxes mailing. She reminded the commission that once the revenue neutral
intent is approved, they cannot go over that rate, they can still go under the proposed rate.

MOTION - To have the Chairman sign the RNR intent to stay revenue neutral for Ottawa County
MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0



8. 2027 Fire District Budgets - Revenue Neutral Rate Intent
Commissioner Grund discussed the fire district budgets.

MOTION - To approve Fire Districts #1, 2, 3, 5, and 6 not to exceed the revenue neutral rate and have
the Chairman sign the Notice of Intent

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To approve Fire Districts #4 not to exceed the revenue neutral rate and have the Chairman
sign the Notice of Intent

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

9. Approval of Accounts Payable and Commission Minutes

MOTION - To approve consent agenda that includes accounts payable for $23,241.93 and the July 13th,
2026 minutes.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

10.Clerk Comments
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, stated early voting begins today. Early voting will run during normal business
hours until August 3rd at noon. Election Day is August 4, 2026 with polls being open from 7:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. She also stated kid ballots will be available during early voting and on Election Day. She also
stated the Revenue Neutral Rate intents from all taxing entities are due today.

11.Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Morris discussed the innovation center and stated they have all kinds of housing
incentives, job incentives, and business incentives. Commissioner Mortimer left the meeting at 9:56 a.m.
Commissioner Grund stated she picked up her sample ballot from the County Clerk’s office. She thanked
the department heads for their budgets with helping keep the county revenue neutral. She stated she
went Thursday to the fair to discuss a possible sales tax. She stated people feel like they are being taxed
out of their homes. Commissioner Grund stated she also went to Westside Ventures in Bennington. She
stated the feelings were mixed for an additional sales tax. The Commission will talk more about the
sales tax next week. Commissioner Grund stated she was sad to hear the township cannot use the recent
FEMA reimbursement, being limited to their 2026 budget authority. Commissioner Mortimer joined the
meeting again at 10:08 a.m. Commissioner Grund stated the National Association of Counties did a



story on getting to know Ottawa County, Kansas. Commissioner Grund also discussed focusing on
interior issues in the courthouse. Commissioner Morris stated he thought the fair was a success and
thanked the volunteers.

12.Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 10:22 a.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Mortimer
MOTION PASSED 3-0



ADOPTED this 27 day %2026.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS

Scott Mortimer, Chairman
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Duane Morris, Member
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