OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
NOVEMBER 17, 2025

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District
Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District

1. Call To Order
Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Commissioner Grund led the group in
opening prayer followed by Commissioner Mortimer with the flag salute.

2. Choose Ottawa County Update
Katie Vanderhoff and Owen Kindall, Choose Ottawa County, reviewed the grants. She stated they have
applied for $1,837,847.00 worth of grants and have been awarded $827,816.00 with a possibility of
surpassing a million dollars by the end of the year. Vanderhoff discussed marketing/tourism including a
video project to promote Ottawa County. Kindall discussed improving the social presence of Ottawa
County to help promote the community. She discussed housing, jobs, and other projects. Commissioner
Grund asked about biking grant funding available for biking trails, noting it can be an economic driver.
Vanderhoff stated we currently have ten Travel Gravel routes throughout the county. The
Commissioners thanked Choose Ottawa County for all they do.

3. Public Forum
Jerry Ayers asked about the County paying for court appointed attorneys.

4. Road and Bridge Discussion
Chris Smith, Public Works Director, discussed a Right of Way Permit for natural gas boring.

MOTION - To approve the Highway Right of Way / Cross-Road/ Utility Use Permit with Northern
Natural Gas

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

Commissioner Mortimer asked about how much rock it takes to cover a mile. Smith stated about four
25-ton loads. Commissioner Grund asked about the different types of rock used on the roads. Smith
explained the process and type of rock that is used and why they chose it. Smith was asked about getting
the rock from Oklahoma, which is a hard rock and having some test area for that rock. He stated he can



always use more rock and discussed possible test roads that can be used. Commissioner Mortimer
stated we need to get money for more rock and let Smith decide where to put it since he knows the
roads better than we do. Commissioner Mortimer did say he thinks the sand is helpful. Smith agreed.
Commissioner Morris stated he agreed to give him extra funds and let him decide where it goes.
Commissioner Grund asked Smith to let them know where he puts this specific rock.

MOTION - To take $65,000.00 from the County Capital Qutlay Reserve Fund for rock for Road & Bridge.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Mortimer
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

. Kansas Department of Corrections Funding

Sheriff Russell Thornton presented a letter to send to the Kansas Department of Corrections to adjust
the cost of housing in our facility for parole violators on behalf of the Department of Corrections to
$112.82 per day.

MOTION - To approve the billable amount of $112.82 for the use of our facility by Kansas Department of
Corrections starting in 2026

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

Sheriff Russell Thornton stated they received a government grant from the Ottawa County Community
Foundation for $4,100.00; so he was able to save a total of $8,000.00 on the purchase of vests. He also
stated the State received a grant for 911 mapping and Ottawa County received $10,000.00 to map each
school in Ottawa County. He also stated he is looking into a different fingerprinting company that is
compatible with our dispatch software. Sheriff Thornton discussed the recent shootings on law
enforcement officers and asked the Commission to consider writing a policy to pay an officer’s family,
including health care insurance, for two years if the officer is killed in the line of duty. He also discussed
adding Minneapolis and Bennington EMS into their GPS mapping system, noting the EMS departments
would split the per month cost of $524.00.

. Executive Session -Employer/Employee Negotiations
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, stated there are applications for the Board to review for the Emergency
Management Director position.

MOTION - To move to executive session under the employer/employee negotiation exception to the
Kansas Open Meetings Act to discuss applications for the Emergency Management Director position for
15 minutes to return at 9:03 a.m. to the Commissioner’s Room with Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund



9,

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

No action taken

Museum Discussion
Jeff Ebel, County Attorney, discussed the museum with the Commission. He discussed the museum
becoming their own entity and giving the budget funds as an appropriation.

Executive Session -Attorney/Client Privilege

MOTION - To move to executive session under the attorney/client privilege exception to the Kansas
Open Meetings Act to discuss the museum for 10 minutes to return at 9:34 a.m. to the Commissioner’s
Room with Jeff Ebel, County Attorney and Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Mortimer
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To move to extend the executive session under the attorney/client privilege exception to the
Kansas Open Meetings Act to discuss the museum for 15 minutes to return at 9:50 a.m. to the
Commissioner’'s Room with Jeff Ebel, County Attorney and Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Mortimer
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

No action taken

Audit Contract
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, presented Audit Contract with Lindburg Vogel Pierce Faris, Chartered. The
audit is scheduled for May 5t - 8th in 2026.

MOTION - To approve the audit contract for Lindburg Vogel Pierce Faris, Chartered for the 2026 year.
MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

10.Approval of Accounts Payable and Commission Minutes

MOTION - To approve the accounts payable for $103,901.66

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris



MOTION PASSED 3-0
MOTION - To approve the minutes for November 379, 7th, and 10th.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

11.Clerk Comments
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, asked if the Commission was going to take the Christmas bonus, earlier
discussion indicated they did not want to take it, but the motion was for all employees.

MOTION - To not pay the Commissioners the Christmas bonus.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

12. Executive Session ~-Employee/Employer Negotiations
MOTION - To move to executive session under the employee/employer negotiations privilege exception
to the Kansas Open Meetings Act to discuss the Emergency Management Director for 10 minutes to
return at 10:16 a.m. to the Commissioner’s Room with Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Mortimer
MOTION PASSED 3-0

13.Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Mortimer stated AVI in Delphos has future plans of providing meals during the winter
with Paradise Eats three times a week. He stated AV1 also does car wraps like the one they did for the
Delphos Police Department vehicle and are a proctor testing facility.

14.Museum Discussion

jeff Ebel, County Attorney discussed K.S.A. 19-2665 through 19-2669 that discussed museum boards in
counties.

15. Executive Session -Attorney/Client Privilege
MOTION - To move to executive session under the attorney/client privilege exception to the Kansas
Open Meetings Act to discuss the museum for 15 minutes to return at 10:45 a.m. to the Commissioner’s
Room with Jeff Ebel, County Attorney and Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris



MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To move to extend the executive session under the attorney/client privilege exception to the
Kansas Open Meetings Act to discuss the museum for 10 minutes to return at 10:55 a.m. to the
Commissioner’s Room with Jeff Ebel, County Attorney and Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To move to extend the executive session under the attorney/client privilege exception to the
Kansas Open Meetings Act to discuss the museum for 10 minutes to return at 11:07 a.m. to the
Commissioner's Room with Jeff Ebel, County Attorney and Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

No action taken
16.Approval of Election Worker Payroll
MOTION - To approve the election worker payroll

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

17.Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Grund discussed the water resource meeting she attended in Delphos which was very
informative and well attended. She stated they focused on water quantity rather than quality.
Commissioner Grund shared that the Dakota Formation is below most of Ottawa County and ithas a
precipitator recharge rate of 2.48 inches, noting that the map presented showed flat water levels for the
last 9 years for this Formation. She also noted the importance of registering all domestic wells since
these are considered when water is allocated to the non-domestic wells. Commissioner Grund noted
that the US Department of Agriculture, Water Resources monitors all irrigation wells and that domestic
well rights have priority over non-domestic wells. Commissioner Grund stated she went to the Golden
Wheel and met with the new cook. Commissioner Morris stated he attended the North Central Regional
Planning Commission meeting,

18.Adjournment

MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 11:40 a.m.



MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0
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