OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
JUNE 01, 2026

Commissioners Present:
Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District

Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District

1. Call To Order
Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Commissioner Grund led the group in

opening prayer followed by Commissioner Mortimer with the flag salute.

2. Appropriations 2027 - Bennington EMS
Tony Swetson, Bennington EMS, discussed the Bennington EMS appropriation. He gave the projected
2026 budget with a total projected expenditure of $371,122.64 and projected insurance billing of
$142,992.00. Swetson also provided the detail of income and expenses for 2024. The Commission will
review the information provided.

3. Public Forum
Dr. Curtis Stevens, USD 239 Superintendent, stated they removed some things from the sidewalk of the
John Henry building. He asked about other items that were in the building and asked what the
Commission would like to do with them so they can move forward with cleaning. The Commission
asked the school to talk with the museum board since it is items leftover from their sale. Dr. Stevens
stated they have worked on the outside of the building, including knocking down the weeds and will
start inside of the John Henry building.

4. Policy Approval Discussion
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, discussed the following policies: 20.19 Personnel Files; 40.05 Travel
Expenses Reimbursement; 40.05a Sales Tax; 40.06 Use of County Vehicles; 40.06a Safety Belt Use; 40.08
Social Media; and 40.09 Telephone & Cell Phone Use. The Commission discussed the policies. Policy
40.06a was pulled for further research into the Kansas statute.

MOTION - To adopt policies 20.19, 40.05, 40.05a, 40.06, 40.08, and 40.09 as amended
MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0



5. Appropriations 2027 Discussion
The Commission discussed the appropriations portion of the budget. Tammi Cox, County Clerk,
discussed whether it is statutorily required to pay for mental health services; she stated it’s currently a
grey area as some interpretations believe it is and others do not. Commissioner Grund reviewed Form
990 from Central Kansas Mental Health Center. She stated the median household income in Ottawa
County is $74,000.00. She stated she has a hard time giving money where there are several people in
another organization making more than the household median income in Ottawa County. Commissioner
Mortimer stated he is concerned they won't provide services if we don’t give money. Commissioner
Grund also reviewed Form 990 for OCCK. She stated the five highest paid officers make between
$281,000.00 and $155,000.00. They also reported $1.8 million in net income in 2024. Commissioner
Grund stated we don’t have any county employees that make $155,000.00. She stated we should
support it, but not fund them at the requested $21,800.00, but is comfortable with $10,000.00.
Commissioner Grund stated we asked our department heads to keep a flat budget and to not scrutinize
appropriations would be irresponsible. Commissioner Grund stated Central Kansas Mental Health asked
for a 3% increase in 2027 to $35,885.00. They reported net income of $3.3 million in 2024, and they
listed two employees on Form 990; those two employees listed made $267,000.00 and $169,000.00.
They also have $16.8 million in savings and cash investments in the bank. It was suggested to cut the
appropriation to $15,000.00. Commissioner Grund stated she is reviewing the EMS budgets. The
Commission also discussed keeping the following appropriations flat, equal to the 2026 amounts:
Choose Ottawa County ($65,000.00), Conservation District ($25,000.00), and Fair Board ($22,500.00).

6. Planning and Zoning Discussion
The Commission discussed the Zoning budget that was presented during the department head budget
presentations. The Commission asked about cutting $8,600.00 out of the zoning budget with the plans
to update the Comprehensive Plan. McQueen stated he thought the money was being put into a separate
capital outlay account. It was confirmed it was not a scheduled transfer of funds. He stated he would
need $20,000.00 to do the renewal of Comprehensive Plan from K-State. The Commission discussed
transferring the unspent funds of 2026 into a capital outlay account and increasing the contractual line
item in the 2027 zoning budget by $7,500.00. Tammi Cox, County Clerk, will notify Scot Loyd with the

changes and check on the statutory authority needed for the transfer. She will update the Commission
next week.

7. Special Use Permit SU-001-2026

Truette McQueen, County Appraiser, presented Special Use Permit SU-001-2026. This is for a
commercial kitchen on 290* Road submitted by Shannon Luthi.

MOTION - To adopt the findings and factors and recommendations of the Planning Board on Case No.
SU-001-2026

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0



8. Sales Tax Discussion
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, stated she has reached out to Gilmore & Bell several times to verify what
information is needed in order to move forward with a possible sales tax. She stated she has not heard
back. Commissioner Grund stated she reached out via email to Kevin Cowan with Gilmore Bell and
asked if the ballot proposition had to break out the healthcare sales tax by percentage between entities,
such as the County Hospital and County EMS services. Cowan responded via email that he thinks the
County can list both, without a percentage allocation, noting if both are listed, some would have to be
allocated to each entity. Commissioner Morris asked how soon they had to have the question to the
County Clerk for it to be put on the ballot. Cox stated 60 days, but the sooner the better. Commissioner
Grund stated she would like the sales tax to be for healthcare services and not specify percentages, so it
gives future Commissions the ability to divide it as they see fit. She stated she feels it needs to be the full
1%. It was verified that the 1% would go completely to the County, unlike the general use sales tax that
is distributed to cities and the county. Commissioner Grund also discussed compensating use tax and
stated the sales tax would help reduce property taxes and desires including both entities, EMS and the
hospital.

9. Approval of Accounts Payable, Payroll and Commission Minutes

MOTION - To approve consent agenda that includes accounts payable in the amount of $148,763.18,
payroll and AAE’s.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To approve minutes for May 18, 2026, as presented

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

10.Clerk Comments
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, gave the Commissioners a copy of the Kansas Open Records Act brochure. She
stated as the Freedom of Information Officer, this brochure would give information to citizens about
how to obtain open records. Cox also stated the new Emergency Management Director will start on next
Monday. She also reminded the Commission that filing deadline and the deadline to change your party
affiliation is today at noon.

11.Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Mortimer discussed the windows in the courthouse and stated it is a major deal to
replace them. He stated he spoke with Keith Coleman, Facilities Director, and there is no way to figure

out the cost until we hire someone to do one section. Coleman will present next week. Commissioner



Mortimer also stated the basement flooded on May 18% from the storm and Coleman will be turning in a
claim to KCAMP, but something will need to be done about the drain that isn’t draining. Commissioner
Morris suggested sending flowers to Marie Ballou. Tammi Cox, County Clerk, will get with the Employee

Engagement Committee to send flowers.

Truette McQueen, County Appraiser, returned to the Commission meeting and presented the resolution
for the special use permit SU-001-2026.

MOTION - To approve Resolution 26-07, a special use permit for a commercial Kitchen in an A-1 Ag

district

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

Commissioner Grund thanked the department heads for their budgets, noting most of them were flat as
requested. She stated she has received several emails about data centers. The Commission discussed
putting a moratorium on data centers. Commissioner Morris will send the other Commissioners the link
to a story about a data center in Oklahoma from KWCH Channel 12. Commissioner Grund stated
currently there is no cook at the Golden Wheel and last week the Board and staff prepped 124 freezer
meals. It was discussed to have Sara Hodges, Health Department Director, come next week to discuss
the North Central Flint Hills Area Agency on Aging and a recent funding request. Commissioner Grund
also stated she is working on fire department budgets.

12.Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 11:09 a.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Mortimer
MOTION PASSED 3-0
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