OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
JUNE 15, 2026

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District
Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District

1. Call To Order
Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Commissioner Morris led the group in
opening prayer followed by Commissioner Mortimer with the flag salute.

2. Public Forum
Commissioner Mortimer thanked Dr. Curtis Stevens, USD 239 Superintendent, for opening up the school
for the cooling shelter last week after the storms resulted in power outages in the county.

3. Resolution 26-10 Disaster Declaration and Storm Update
Miller Karns, Emergency Management Director, presented Resolution 26-10 Disaster Declaration and
gave a storm update. Commissioner Mortimer thanked Karns for all of his hard work during the
disaster. Karns discussed doing a debriefing soon with fire, EMS, and other entities that helped during
and after the storm. He stated he wanted to do it last week but was still working on recovery efforts. The
Commission discussed the different vehicle options available.

MOTION - To move to approve Resolution 26-10 Proclamation dated June 15, 2026, to extend the
disaster

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

Commissioner Grund asked for a recap of events and most impacted areas. Karns stated the most
impacted areas were Ada, Tescott, and Culver with flooding and storm damage. He stated the hardest
part was learning what we had for resources. He stated Culver actually had a backup generator for city
hall. Karns stated we had a crew of three from the Red Cross and they were needed in four different
counties, including ours. Karns thanked the Commission for helping with and distributing water. He
stated the Kansas Department of Emergency Management tracked where water was distributed.
Commissioner Grund discussed how staff jumped in and made sandwiches when they were needed. The
Commission thanked Marie Ballou and Keith Coleman for jumping in and helping throughout the week.



4, North Central Kansas Flint Hills Area Agency on Aging Discussion
Sara Hodges, Health Department Director, discussed the North Central Kansas Flint Hills Area Agency
on Aging (NCKFHAAA). NCKFHAAA sent a FY 2027 Administrative, Health Insurance Support and In-
Home Service Funding Request. The request included an increase for Insurance Support of $862.00 and
an increase of $528.00 for administrative funding. There was a decrease of $619.00 for In-Home
Services. Hodges described how funding NCKFHAAA and Golden Wheel works from a county
standpoint. Hodges stated NCKFHAAA does do other things for seniors in Ottawa County, noting the
friendship meals are not being provided now. Hodges stated one of the issues with keeping staff for the
meals program is the low pay. Hodges suggested contacting the board at the NCKFHAAA. Commissioner
Grund stated the organization does not respond back to the Golden Wheel Board. She stated staff and
the board go above and beyond to provide meals for the seniors, noting they cooked meals for the first
week of June. She stated this organization is getting funds to provide meals. Hodges stated there is an
opening on the board; each county has two representatives on the board.

MOTION - To nominate Commissioner Grund to sit on the North Central Kansas Flint Hills Area Agency
on Aging Board.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Mortimer
MOTION PASSED 3-0

Hodges also discussed the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with NCKFHAAA. She stated all the
other kitchens in the region have the same MOU. Sheila Reed, Golden Wheel board member, shared that
Farm Bureau brought ingredients for meals but some of the people they serve will not want to cook.
NCKFHAAA would not let the board make these meals and distribute it to people affected by the
disaster for licensing reasons. Reed provided the agreement NCKFHAA with Saline County. NCKFHAAA
told the Golden Wheel board that they cannot get meals from Saline County. Golden Wheel and the
Commission discussed separating from NCKFHAAA food program and what that would look like. The
Commission encouraged Golden Wheel to speak with Saline County and see what a viable option is.
Commissioner Grund encouraged them to get something in writing. Sheriff Thornton also discussed
utilizing the jail kitchen and/or the company that the jail used to use.

5. Juvenile Detention Center Discussion
Sheriff Russell Thornton discussed the Juvenile Detention Center. He stated the Juvenile Detention
Center in Junction City is wanting to utilize the Ottawa County jail. He stated he received an email from
juvenile detention center stating JDC would pay costs to house juveniles in Ottawa County, but not all of
it. According to an email, Ottawa County would not incur any cost; but negotiations would have to
happen for HVAC, electricity, etc. Sheriff Thornton stated adults and juveniles would have to be
separated for sight and sound. When the juvenile center staff came up, they stated the jail would work
as it is. Sherif Thornton stated regardless of the email, ultimately the county would be responsible for
the jail and who is in the jail. He had concerns about the outlay of the jail to separate adults and
juveniles. Sheriff Thornton also discussed his concern with the funding formula from JDC. He has asked



for the formula multiple times and stated no one has been able to provide him with the actual
spreadsheet that shows the funding formula. Dr. Curtis Stevens discussed the education side of housing
juveniles in the county. He discussed licensing and liability. He stated the minimal cost of the school is
$43,400.00 or up to $70,000.00 depending on who they hire as the teacher, and this does not include
benefits. He also discussed the education funding and whether the funding goes to the juvenile
detention center district or USD #239. He also discussed upcoming deadlines for budgets and planning.
Sheriff Thornton also discussed other concerns including meals and liability insurance. Commissioner
Morris discussed schooling and discussed having a monitor for virtual schooling. Commissioner Grund
asked what the positives were about housing the juveniles in our jail. Sheriff Thornton stated it would
help relieve the stress on the juvenile detention center. Commissioner Mortimer discussed vehicles,
backup for 911 and the tornado sirens.

. Engineering Contract for Bridge Project

Chris Smith, Public Works Director, discussed an engineering contract for a bridge project on Frontier
Road. Smith presented a proposal from Terracon for geotechnical engineering services for a total of
$8,500.00

MOTION - To approve the geotechnical engineering services proposal with Terracon for $8,500.00 for a
bridge on Frontier Road

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

. Elder Abuse Awareness Month Proclamation

Tanya Paul, DVACK, presented the Elder Abuse Awareness Month Proclamation. She stated they have
done outreach to senior centers for awareness. According to the National Council on Aging, one in ten
seniors in America experiences mistreatment or abuse - including domestic and sexual violence,
financial exploitation, and neglect. Abusers of older adults are both women and men and are usually
family members, caregivers, health care works, or other trusted individuals - and due to the shame,
fear, and other barriers elders face in reporting abuse, only a limited number of victims are able to get
the help they need. Elders throughout the United States lose an estimated $2.9 billion or more annually
due to elder financial abuse and $28.3 billion annually due to financial exploitation - such as the illegal
taking, misuse, or concealment of funds, property, or assets of a senior for another’s benefit. Too often,
elder abuse threatens the livelihood of older individuals, erodes their extraordinary potential, and
increases their risk of death by 300% compared to seniors who have not been mistreated. Ottawa
County’s vulnerable and older adults of all social, economic, racial, and ethnic backgrounds may be
targets of abuse, neglect or exploitation, which can occur in families, long-term care communities, and
medical settings. We all have a responsibility to support the safety, welfare, and dignity of vulnerable
and older adults and must work toward ending elder abuse by assisting victims in accessing the
information and supportive services they need, creating better and more resources for older adults in
need, instituting effective intervention and prevention policies, and engaging in discussion with family
members and peers to promote awareness and prevention of the quiet epidemic of elder abuse. The



proclamation proclaims June 2026 as Elder Abuse Awareness Month in Ottawa County and urges all
citizens to work together to help protect elder adults from abuse, neglect, and exploitation because it is
imperative that we refuse to tolerate the indignity of Elder Abuse.

MOTION - To move to name June 2026 as Elder Abuse Awareness Month

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

8. Approval of Accounts Payable and Commission Minutes
MOTION - To approve consent agenda that includes accounts payable in the amount of $71,246.08.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To approve minutes June 8th as presented

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

9. Clerk Comments
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, reminded the Commission there is no meeting on June 29t due to it being the
fifth Monday of the month.

10.Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Grund gave an overview of fire districts budgets. She discussed an email she sent to
Senator Roger Marshall’s office regarding EMS receiving non-transport funding for certain calls from
Medicare and Medicaid recipients. Commissioner Grund noted that KSA 19-15,116 limits the general
obligation debt to $300,000 if it is not a ballot measure in reference to last week’s discussion of possible
debt to replace courthouse windows. Commissioner Grund noted that she contacted Greg Jackson,
Richland Township Treasurer, regarding a bill that was discussed last week. Jackson provided a
detailed spreadsheet of each purchase made and where the rock goes. He shared that he bids out all
rock and gravel purchases and trucking. Jackson provided the DOE Weekly Fuel Surcharge reference
guide that is used for all trucking companies, noting other townships pay this surcharge as well.
Commissioner Grund stated the budget meeting on Friday went really well. Commissioner Grund
shared information from a Josh Phillips podcast on data centers regarding noise and significant water
evaporation. The Commission thanked Miller Karns, Emergency Management Director, for all his work
during the storms and aftermath. Commissioner Morris discussed legislation from the last legislative
session regarding property tax relief and sales tax.



11.Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 10:43 a.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0
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