OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES

AUGUST 26, 2026

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commussioner Scolt Mortimer, Second District
Commussioner Duane Morris, Third District

1.

Call To Order
Commissioner Mortimer called the Special meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

Jail Discussion

Sheriff Russell Thornton discussed the possibility of reopening the all with adult male inmates, He
stated they have been working with Sedgwick County about bringing in out of county inmates to house
in the Ottawa County jail. He stated with the new House Bill, it's causing people to stay in jail longer.
Sheriff Thornton stated he reached out to building personnel, food vendors and others who may be
involved inthe reopening of the jail. He stated he reached out to other counties to see if they had
correction officers available just to help get the jail up and running and inmates in the jail with the
timeframe Sedgwick County was wanting, He stated we would need to hire ten correction officers.
Sheriff Thornton stated we would bring our inmates back from Mitchell County and it would save on
mileage and gas to transport. Sheriff Thornton stated he ts asking Sedgwick County for $60.00 per
inmate, and they want to start with 12 inmates, He stated there may be other counties that need to
house inmates in the near future. Commissioner Grund requested a guaranteed base number of inmates
for @ secure revenue stream from other counties utilizing our jail. She asked what the cost per inmate
would have to be to breakeven to operate the Jail. Commissioner Grund noted that these costs to open
and operate the Jail are not In the 2026 budget or 2027 budget. She noted that she was not in favor of
opening It Ifit does not break even. Commissioner Mortimer stated It's not going to break even at first;
over time we can see what it does and if we need to close it, then we close It. Commissioner Grund
estimated it would cost $65.00 per day for 55 inmates to break even, Sheriff Thornton stated the jail has
never made money. He stated he would like to move forward with this, Commissioner Grund
recommended requiring a base revenuc flow The Commission dlscussed reviewing the opening of the.
Jail after six months, Commissloner Mortimer stated he thinks we should give it a shot, Sheriff Thornton
stated il we keep pushing this back, Sedgwick County is going to go somewhere else.

MOTION - To approve the request as presented to Sheriff Thornton to reopen the Jail and accept
Inmates from other counties,



MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Martimer

In the discussion, Commissioner Grund requested that (tbe noted in the minutes that the commission
agreed to re-evaluate the Jall operations In six months and the operating expenses would be taken out of
the Law Enforcement Capital Qutlay account,

MOTION PASSED 3-0

. Adjournment
MOTION -To adjourn the meeting at 1:37 p.m.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Martimer
MOTION PASSED 3-0
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