OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES
OCTOBER 27, 2025

Cominissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District
Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District
Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District

1. Call To Order
Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. State Representative Dawn Wolf led
the group in opening prayer followed by Commissioner Mortimer with the flag salute.

2. Commissioner’s Comments
Commissioner Mortimer stated they received a thank you note from the North Central Regional
Planning Commission for the $500.00 donation to the Demo to Dirt grant program.

3. Public Forum
Brian Kindall asked who was responsible for the road to the east of the bridge reconstruction on Second
Street because it needs improvement. Commissioner Grund asked Representative Dawn Wolf about an
upcoming meeting on November 10t at AVI in Delphos with the Department of Agriculture Water
Program and Water Appropriations. Representative Wolf stated there have been a lot of questions with
more pivots coming to Ottawa County, the hog facility, and new housing. They will discuss what
people’s rights are and if they are protected if the water table is low. Commissioner Grund asked about
the modular nuclear reactors possibly coming to Kansas. Representative Wolf stated the State is looking
at ways to cover all the new energy that is needed for the State. David Crosson asked about the ballot
question regarding corporate farms and what entities would be affected. He asked if yes wins, does the
Commission or citizens have a right to deny any other swine operations. The Commission stated they
will get with their attorney for clarification. Karl Leech stated that another ambulance service went into
a Schwartz hog facility, and they didn’t smell anything until inside the facility. Sheriff Russell Thornton
stated he was awarded an Ottawa County Community Foundation grant for $4,100.00 to purchase three
vests. Renette Steinbrock asked about costs applicable to water pumped by farmers. She also discussed
the recording of meetings.

‘4. Cyber Security/Risk Management Plans
Maire Ballou, Emergency Management Director, discussed the cyber security/risk management plans.
Commissioner Grund asked for some clarification of the plans. It was the consensus of the Commission
to make a clarification in the cyber security plan.



5. Interlocal Cooperation Agreement with North Central Kansas Regional Juvenile Detention
Facility
Sheriff Russell Thornton presented an interlocal cooperation agreement with the North Central Kansas
Regional Juvenile Detention Facility. Commissioner Grund asked about the cost per allotted bed versus
the cost of beds over the allotment and whether the five-year rolling average was accurate, Sheriff
Thornton will verify numbers and bring the contract back to the Commission.

6. Road and Bridge Discussion
Chris Smith, Public Works Director, introduced Dakota Rohleder from Bennington State Bank. He
brought all the documentation for the lease purchase of the three dump trucks. He stated the overall
payment will be less than the original amount because the first payment will be paid in four months
instead of twelve months from the origination of the agreement. The Commission signed the
documentation. Smith also discussed the new bridge being installed west of Minneapolis, noting a brass
plaque will be attached with the Commissioners’ names at no cost to the County. Commissioner Grund
asked about the tire recycling costs and Smith stated it will cost about $24,000.00, which is comparable
to last year. Commissioner Grund also noted that at the recent Regional Commission meeting, other
county commissioners discussed different types of rock and micro surfacing applications they had
utilized. Commissioner Mortimer discussed the different types of rock and potential additional funding
within the budget for road and bridge.

7. Interlocal Agreement with North Central Kansas Regional Juvenile Detention Facility Follow Up
Sheriff Russell Thornton brought in the corrected interlocal agreement with North Central Kansas
Regional Juvenile Detention Facility and clarified the current costs and current five-year rolling average.
The cost per bed for over the allotment of 66 beds in 2024 was $98.00 per day. In 2025, Ottawa
County’s allotted beds were 77. In 2026, our allotted beds will be adjusted up to 184 beds which will
cost $35,649.08.

MOTION - To approve the interlocal cooperation agreement with the North Central Regional Juvenile
Detention Facility.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

8. 2025 Longevity Discussion
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, discussed 2025 Longevity. Commissioner Grund suggested implementing the
wage study in December in lieu of longevity pay. As an alternative, Commissioner Morris suggested
giving $400.00 to each employee for a Christmas bonus in the November paycheck. JoDee Copple,
County Treasurer, asked if there was an adjustment for someone that was not an employee for the full
year. Commissioner Grund suggested pro-rating the bonus by month to employees that have worked for



less than one year, with part-time and 999 employees receiving haif the bonus amount and on a pro-

rated basis as well.

MOTION - To approve a $400.00 Christmas bonus for fulltime employees with a monthly pro-rated
amount for employees hired in 2025; part time employees would receive 50% of the Christmas bonus
based on the same criteria; and to be paid in the November 2025 paycheck.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

9. Approval of Accounts Payable and Commission Minutes
MOTION - To approve accounts payable for $63,767.98

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0 '

MOTION - To approve Commission Minutes for October 20th

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

10.Executive Session - Non-Elected Personnel
MOTION - To move to executive session under the Non-Elected Personnel exception to the Kansas Open
Meetings Act to discuss museum personnel for 15 minutes to return at 10:53 a.m. to the Commissioner’s
Room with Tammi Cox, County Clerk.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Grund
MOTION PASSED 3-0

No action taken

11.0ffering of job
MOTION - To offer Elizabeth Lockhart the position of museum curator as a 999 employee

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Mortimer
MOTION PASSED 3-0



12.Clerk Comments
Tammi Cox, County Clerk, stated there is early voting in the Clerk’s Office until Monday, November 3 at
noon. They have already had over 100 early voters. She stated Election Day is November 4. Cox also
informed the Commission that the canvass of the election will be November 7th at 8 a.m.

13.Cyber Security / Risk Management Plans Follow Up
Marie Ballou, Emergency Management Director, returned to the meeting with a revised cyber security
disaster plan.

MOTION - To approve the Ottawa County Risk Management Plan and Cyber Security Disaster Plan

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

14.Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Grund stated she attended the FFA banquet and noted the professional and leadership
qualities being developed there. She also discussed the EMS funding, Fire Department budgets and
appointments, and sales tax utilization that were discussed at the regional commission meeting, noting
six counties were represented. Commissioner Grund noted that no county had more than a one percent
sales tax, yet their sales tax revenues were significantly higher than our county. She also discussed how
Ottawa County’s lower overall valuations as well as less industrial and commercial valuations affect our
mill levy. Commissioner Grund thanked Commissioner Mortimer for making the arrangements at AVI
and for Eldon Clark’s catering. Commissioner Morris stated he will attend the North Central Regional
Planning Commission meeting next week.

15.Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 11:35 a.m.
MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Mortimer
MOTION PASSED 3-0



ADOPTED this _5 day ofMOZS.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS

Scot ortimer, Chairman

e e

Carla Grund, Member

Duane Morris, Member

ATTEST:




