OTTAWA COUNTY, KANSAS

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES

NOVEMBER 03, 2025

Commissioners Present:

Commissioner Carla Grund, First District

Commissioner Scott Mortimer, Second District

Commissioner Duane Morris, Third District

1.

3.

Call To Order
Commissioner Mortimer called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. Commissioner Morris led the group in
opening prayer followed by Commissioner Mortimer with the flag salute.

Transportation Grant Application

Amanda Loughbridge, Health Department, presented a local match letter of support and a Title VI Anti-
Discrimination Plan. This runs from July 2026 to July 2027. Commissioner Grund asked how she
determined the pledge amount of $38,759.50 to be paid by the County. Loughbridge said it is about 30%
of the required match for the estimated $112,000.00 grant which pays for operating and administrative
costs. Commissioner Grund asked about the wording regarding the quarterly distribution and reviewed
other changes she would like to see in the Transit Public Participation Plan Outline. The wording on the
Letter of Financial Support and Commitment will change from quarterly to throughout the year.

MOTION - To sign the Letter of Financial Support and Commitment for the Ottawa County Health and
Aging Department

MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Mortimer
MOTION PASSED 3-0

Approval of Accounts Payable and Commission Minutes
MOTION - To approve Commission Minutes for October 27th.
MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris

MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To approve the check of $373,471.00 to purchase one of the new dump trucks.



MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To approve the accounts payable for $27,545.99.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

MOTION - To approve the October 24 payroll.

MOTION BY- Commissioner Grund
SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris
MOTION PASSED 3-0

. United Way Presentation

Christina Small, United Way, gave a presentation about the United Way. Ottawa County is one of the
counties that is served through the Salina Area United Way. She stated she is going to be working with
local leadership to try to meet the needs of the community. She reviewed different resources and
programs they have available. Small stated she is working on meeting people where they are. She
discussed Snap Back on Hunger Food and Resources Fair on November 17t at Tony’s Pizza Event
Center. Small discussed the Emergency Relief Fund and stated it wasn’t established yet, but the staff
went out during the Tescott flooding to help clean up. Commissioner Grund inquired about some of
their programs including the Community Action plan to assist with utility bills and housing, the
opportunity to distribute books with summer meal programs, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance and the
Reality U financial literacy program. Commissioner Morris shared that Reality U is currently being
utilized in Ottawa County schools.

. Resolution 25-18 Approving and Adopting of the Wage Study

Tammi Cox, County Clerk, presented Resolution 25-18 Approving and Adopting of the Wage Study.
Commissioner Grund stated 21% of the Ottawa County population is over 65 and the median household
income is $76,000.00. She stated the County is not a business that creates a product or generates
income. The County provides a service and 39% of ad valorem taxes come from residential valuations.
She stated that she agrees with most of the proposed salary increases but desired to separate the
elected positions out of the wage study. She reviewed some of the proposed wage scale increases for
elected officials, noting she was against an elected official receiving over $10,000.00 in 2026.
Commissioner Mortimer stated they have been underpaid for a long time and the wage study was
already passed. He stated we spent money on the wage study and should follow it. Commissioner Grund
stated she would like to delay voting on the resolution and speak with the Arnold Group to see if legally
we are able to pull the elected officials out of the wage study. Commissioner Morris stated he doesn’t
want to continue to drag it on; we've known about this. Commissioner Grund stated she would not vote
to approve the resolution as presented.



MOTION - To approve Resolution 25-18 Approving and Adopting of the Wage Study

MOTION BY- Commissioner Mortimer

SECONDED BY - Commissioner Morris

MOTION PASSED 2-1

(Aye - Commissioners Mortimer and Morris, Nay - Commissioner Grund)

. Museum Board

Jim Kay, Museum Board, stated the museum board has voted to hire a curator and distributed Al Mode
information related to K.S.A. 19-2668. It was the consensus of the Commission to speak with the County
Attorney and discuss this at the next meeting.

. Clerk Comments

Tammi Cox, County Clerk, stated there is early voting today in the Clerk’s Office today at noon. Election
Day is November 4t with polls open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. She reminded the Commission about canvass
on November 7t at 8 a.m. Cox also asked Commissioner Grund if she would be attending the Kirkham
Michael dinner at the KAC conference.

. Commissioner Comments

Commissioner Morris discussed unused resources available with the North Central Regional Planning
Commission. He discussed meeting with other city councils for a vision for Ottawa County.
Commissioner Grund discussed the upcoming water resource meeting in Delphos. Commissioner Grund
asked about the Culver fire truck loan payment since it was scheduled for October. Commissioner
Morris stated they will meet this week.

. Adjournment
MOTION - To adjourn the meeting at 9:33 a.m.
MOTION BY- Commissioner Morris

SECONDED BY — Commissioner Mortimer
MOTION PASSED 3-0
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